understand that anger manifests itself in two man-
ners; one of them is good, the other bad. The good
anger is caused by zeal for goodness, whereof a man
is enraged by wickedness and against wickedness;
and thereupon a wise man says that "Anger is better
than play." This anger is gentle and without bitter-
ness; not felt against the man, but against the mis-
deed of the man, as the Prophet David says: Iras-
cimini et nolite peccare. Now understand, that
wicked anger is manifested in two manners, that is
to say, sudden or hasty anger, without the advice
and counsel of reason. The meaning and the sense of
this is, that the reason of man consents not to this
sudden anger, and so it is venial. Another anger is
full wicked, which comes of sullenness of heart, with
malice aforethought and with wicked determination
to take vengeance, and to which reason assents; and
this, truly, is mortal sin. This form of anger is so
displeasing to God that it troubles His house and
drives the Holy Ghost out of man's soul, and wastes
and destroys the likeness of God, that is to say, the
virtue that is in man's soul; and it puts within him
the likeness of the Devil, and takes the man away
from God, his rightful Lord. This form of anger is
a great joy to the Devil; for it is the Devil's furnace,
heated with the fire of Hell. For certainly, just as fire
is the mightiest of earth's engines of destruction, just
so ire is mightiest to destroy things spiritual. Ob-
serve how a fire of smouldering coals, almost extinct
under the ashes, will quicken again when touched by
brimstone; just so will anger quicken again when it
is touched by the pride that lies hidden in man's
heart. For certainly fire cannot come from nothing,
but must first be naturally dormant within a thing,
as it is drawn out of flints with steel. And just as
pride is often the matter of which anger is made,
just so is rancour the nurse and keeper of anger.
There is a kind of tree, as Saint Isidore says, which,
when men make a fire of the wood of it, and then
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